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Abstract: The article attempts to answer two questions: (1) What can we trust artificial
intelligence (AI) with? (2) Who is responsible for the decisions that we entrusted the AI
to make? It is shown that the use of the AI to solve various tasks seems attractive, on
the one hand, due to its speed and simplicity, which imply economic benefits for users, and
on the other, due to the assumed objectivity and accuracy inherent in intelligent machines, as
opposed to subjective and error-prone people. It is demonstrated that the simplicity and speed
of using the AI are far from always beneficial, and the accuracy and objectivity of the Al are
illusory. It is proved that the reliability of the AI can be regarded as high only for a number
of specific narrow tasks. It is shown that it is impossible to talk about the responsible AI,
since responsibility is a property of the subject, and the Al is not a subject. Considering
Al systems as independent subjects or agents can lead to the formation of a technocracy,
where decisions will be made by technical systems, but responsibility for them will not be
assigned to anyone. It is proved that in matters concerning the life and well-being of people,
their freedom and other basic human values, decisions can be made only by a human and
only a human will be responsible for them. The advantage of a human expert in solving
such issues is seen in the intersubjective perception of another person and empathy, that
are unobtainable for the AI. Based on his own human experience, an expert is able to see
those features of a specific problem that an artificial system cannot take into account. It
is concluded that the problem of ethical, trustworthy and responsible Al is not a technical
one, but a social one—it is a problem of how a person can ethically and responsibly use
such a powerful and complex tool as Al. Ethics and responsibility are human properties that
cannot be delegated to artificial systems.
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The discussion around artificial intelligence (AI) is more than half a cen-
tury old, but it changed its course only a few years ago with the introduction
of the generative Al (Gen AI) systems. While the previous discussion was
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concerned more with the question of “what Al can and cannot do?” espe-
cially “can it reach the level not only of human intelligence but of human
consciousness?’ the most recent question is “what AI should be allowed
to do?” The theoretical questions were pushed aside by the practical ones.
I will be using the term “artificial intelligence” (AI) also in this practical
meaning— the Al as various artificial intellectual systems that exist nowa-
days (and among those I will be mostly discussing Large Language Model
systems (LLMs)), not the hypothetical artificial general intelligence that
might or might not emerge in the indefinite future.

The digital technologies applications have been hastily forced upon present
societies as a result of the pandemic and the self-isolation politics accom-
panying it. Many digital novelties have been introduced at this time and
very soon became commonplace due to the need to avoid direct human-
to-human contacts. For example, online conference systems like the ones
we are often using nowadays have already existed for a while, but only at
the beginning of the 2020s did they become a common practice. As this
need arose unexpectedly, neither the society nor the individuals were fully
prepared for the introduction of the new technologies and the changes they
brought with them. The same can be said about the use of the Al It is
a well-known Marxist principle that productive forces development runs
ahead of the development of the relations of production (Marx, 1971), and
this is exactly the situation we are facing now, when we have the technologies
on hand that have the power to change the social relations, but the society
is not ready for the change and needs the time and effort to adapt.

There is a lot of alarmist talk lately concerning the AI, even from the in-
novative technologies’ powerful leaders like Elon Musk and Steve Wozniak,
who in 2023 were among the thousand subscribers to the open letter calling
to pause for at least 6 months all the training of the Al systems whose
powers and abilities exceed ChatGPT-4 (Future of Life Institute, 2023).
The concerns voiced in this open letter are mostly about the unpredictability
of the “black box” self-developing Al systems that might present a threat to
the society and, on a grander scale of things, to humanity on the whole.*
Even Sam Altman, the founder of OpenAl, the company that developed
ChatGPT, has called on the US senators to impose stricter regulations on
AT development, ensuring the safety of the products developed by the Al

"Whether as a reaction to this letter or on other grounds, the ChatGPT-5 has been
introduced only in August 2025, and received a lot of negative feedback from its first users.
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companies (O’Brien, 2023). This is an interesting precedent when the tech-
nology developer pleads with the government to stop them. Though Altman
has recently proclaimed that we are past the event horizon of the “gentle
singularity,” and by the 2030 we shall live in the new world completely
transformed by the AIl. He admits that there are still challenges to confront
and safety issues to solve but nevertheless suggests welcoming the upcoming
change (Altman, 2025). Although Atlman’s recent statement seems partly
utopian and partly self-promoting, we can agree that although the alarm
caused by the AT proliferation is well-grounded, it still should not make us
spill the baby with the bathwater. The Al is a technological instrument we
can and will use, but we first should learn how to use it the right way.

TEMPTATION OF THE AI

The use of the Al is temping on different levels.

First of all, it is new, fast, and easy to use. With the rapid development
of the GenAl systems in the last couple of years they have become a tool
everyone wants to apply in different fields — from language translations
to legal decision-making and medical design. The seeming easiness and
effectiveness of the Al application in certain problem-solving is too tempting,
because fast and simple solutions are always sought for. Economically
speaking, Gen Al supposedly saves time and money when we meet up
with the easy tasks, such as, for example, designing a company logo or
generating a typical tourist-oriented description of a “seaside paradise”
hotel, etc. The machine translations into different languages are also widely
used, since their quality increased drastically with the introduction of
the LLMs when compared to the first automated translation attempts only
a couple of decades ago. And of course the use of the brand-new technologies
strengthens any advertising campaign: if you do not use Al, you are likely
to appear outdated — which is never good for business. This is why we shall
without doubt see a big increase in the use of the GenAl in the upcoming
years in different types of businesses. We shall consider later in the paper,
however, that the introduction of Al across various business sectors has
not proceeded as smoothly as hoped.

Secondly, the AI systems often have the reputation of accuracy and
objectivity. The Al is considered a “machine,” and people are psychologically
prone to trust the objectivity of the machines (in our case— intellectual
machines) over the subjectivity of other humans. L. Daston and P. Gallison
describe in their famous work how the introduction of photography in



108 [STUDIES| ELENA TRUFANOVA [2025

the second half of the 1g9th century has changed the idea of scientific
objectivity: mechanical registration of the visible event, “the view from
nowhere,” starts to be considered the true objective and precise view of
things in comparison to the subjective and fallible view of the scientist
(Daston & Galison, 2007). We are used to the fact that errare humanum
est (“to err is human”), yet we often overlook or downplay the possibility
of machine failures— or of human misuse of machines. Humans do not
only err, they lie, they cheat, they are prejudiced, and they seek their own
gain, so we put our hopes and prayers into the AI: our natural distrust of
the other humans makes us trust the Al systems because they seem more
reliable than humans in many different ways.

Thus, people are tempted to use Al for both economical and psychological
reasons, and the present GenAl systems are becoming more and more
user-friendly and easy-to-use so that these systems are “accessible for all.”
Naturally, the Al systems are of big interest for the political actors as well,
facilitating the bureaucracy and providing the tools for the realization of
technocracy politics. This is a technocracy in the most literal form, where
not the science experts but the autonomous technical systems themselves
might play a crucial part in the decision-making.

There is also a problem that is very accurately formulated by Russian
philosopher of science Natalia Yastreb: “the convenience and effectiveness
of AT tools lead to their value being taken for granted. As a result, when
artificial intelligence is introduced, it is not the tools that are embedded
in social systems and practices, but the social systems themselves that
adapt to Al-based functioning. There is a kind of shift from motive to the
goal. What should help to cope with the tasks begins to change the tasks
themselves” (Yastreb, 2025: 101). This is an important observation, because
there is indeed a tendency to make people adapt to the new technology
instead of adapting a technology to meet human needs. Right now we
see the Al being introduced in some of the spheres where we never really
needed it in the first place.

Thus, I suggest that the usage of Al in many different spheres of our
lives is inevitable, but the two main questions we should pose when we
are using it are:

(1) What can we trust the AT with?

(2) Who is responsible for the decisions that we entrusted the AI to make?
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ETHICAL AI, TRUSTWORTHY AI, RESPONSIBLE AI

As we mentioned before, the current Al research switched from the area
of theoretical philosophy to the area of practical philosophy, and the most
discussed in recent philosophical and overall public debate about the AI
are probably the questions of Al ethics. There are different concepts that
are in use that are somewhat difficult to differentiate: ethical Al, trust-
worthy Al, and responsible Al. These concepts are deeply related and are
sometimes used more or less as synonymous. The ideas behind these terms
come mostly from the attempts at public regulation of the AI usage. As
one of the originators of the philosophy of information and of the digital
ethics Luciano Floridi mentions, there are more than 7o different lists of
ethics principles for the AI (Floridi, 2019). As this was written in 2019,
the number has probably doubled since then, and some authors express
well-grounded concern that anyone can choose any one of those according to
his specific needs or tastes (Yastreb, 2025; Floridi, 2019). Some of the most
important of these documents that aim for a global status were issued by
the European Commission and UNESCO. The European Commission’s
document called “Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy AI” was issued in 2019.
It was developed by the specially appointed high-level experts group (Al
HLEG), with the Floridi among those. This document names three key
principles of trustworthy AT: it should be lawful (abide by the laws), ethical
(respect ethical principles), and robust (be accurate and safe) (AI HLEG,
2019). UNESCO issued in 2022 “Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence” (UNESCO, 2022) that outlines the principles of ethical usage
of Al for the UNESCO Member States. UNESCO defines Al trustworthi-
ness as an essential element that ensures that Al works for the good of
the society and humans and underlines that to be regarded as trustworthy,
“throughout their life cycle, Al systems are subject to thorough monitoring
by the relevant stakeholders as appropriate” (ibid.: 18).

Floridi, in his paper supporting and explaining the importance of the Al
HLEG’s work, insists that although these guidelines are not yet legally
enforced, this does not make them useless. Rather he maintains that we
should adopt an ethics-first approach to pave the way for the legislation in
the AT domain (Floridi, 2019). He also warns that “‘innovate first, fix later’
is a mistake that, in the case of Al, could also be very costly and may cause
a public backlash against AT” (ibid.: 262), so we should develop and discuss
those principles right now, no matter how advanced current Al systems are.
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While these documents speak mostly about trustworthy and ethical Al,
the concept of responsible Al is widely mentioned in the current discussions.
This concept is also ambiguous. Recent research suggests that responsible Al
principles can be divided into “accountability, diversity, non-discrimination
and fairness, human agency and oversight, privacy and data governance,
technical robustness and safety, transparency, and social and environmental
well-being” (Papagiannidis et al., 2025). Most of these principles are also
not univocal and need to be explained as well (see, for example, a paper on
accountability (Novelli et al., 2024)). And we can see that all the principles
listed by Papagiannidis et al. could as well be attributed to the trustworthy
AT. T suggest that responsible Al can be understood from two different
viewpoints attributed to different agents. On the one hand, responsible Al
can be regarded as a part of the Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI)
approach, which means that humans should develop and apply the AI
systems responsibly (human agents should be responsible). On the other
hand, responsible Al can be regarded as an Al agent accountable for certain
actions (the AI agent should be responsible).

As we have seen above, the concepts of ethical, trustworthy, and responsi-
ble Al are always overlapping. In my research I will try to discern different
spheres of application of trustworthy AI and responsible Al

I suggest regarding the problem of trustworthy AI as an epistemological
problem: can we trust Al’s “knowledge™ Is it accurate and reliable? Is Al
more objective than humans? Can Al be a useful and trusted instrument
in our cognition? What can AI do successfully without human oversight,
if anything?

As for the responsible AL I suggest that it is an ethical and legal problem:
how can we teach Al to follow ethical values and principles? How can we
ensure that Al does not inherit the bias and prejudice of its developers and
teachers? How can we provide for Al to do no harm? Who is accountable
for the AI’s actions?

I will now tackle these two different spheres in more detail in the following
paragraphs.

CAN WE TRUST THE AI AT ALL?

The first thing we should keep in mind when deciding what to trust the Al
with is that the image of flawlessly objective and accurate machines is a myth.
Even when we are speaking about the technologies far more primitive than
the AI. The saying goes, “the camera never lies,” but even when the photo
itself is not manipulated with it might show a very specific angle or a very
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specific bit of the whole wide picture that misrepresents the reality. This, of
course, can be explained by the human misuse of the camera, because the
human photographer chooses the angle, but when we take as an example
a self-tracking CCTV camera, we might encounter the same misinterpreted
view with no human to blame. Thus, the machines are not flawless.
Intelligent machines, as well as intelligent human beings, can be wrong.
Even an inexperienced user of the Al can very soon learn that the Al does
not only make mistakes, but it also makes things up— sometimes due to
the lack of certain information in its databases, sometimes due to inexplicable
reasons. This became widely known as Al hallucinations, though the term
does not seem to be quite on spot; another term— confabulation—suggested
by tech journalist Benji Edwards seems more plausible (Edwards, 2023).
Both terms are anthropomorphic, but confabulation is a more accurate
metaphor. Confabulation means there is a gap in memory that a person
fills with fake “recollections,” and when we speak about the AI, the system
encounters a gap in the pool of information available to it and fills it with
whatever it can come up with, following the algorithm pattern. The Al
systems are now being taught to give honest “I don’t know” answers, but
the AT hallucinations/confabulations problem is still not completely resolved.
Thus, it is reasonable to agree with the conclusion cited by B. Edwards:

...ChatGPT as it is currently designed, is not a reliable source of factual information
and cannot be trusted as such. “ChatGPT is great for some things, such as
unblocking writer’s block or coming up with creative ideas,” said Dr. Margaret
Mitchell, researcher and chief ethics scientist at AI company Hugging Face. “It was
not built to be factual and thus will not be factual. It’s as simple as that” (ibid.).

The Al-generated answers should not be treated as a trusted source of
information, because they can be misleading in a most dangerous way —
when complete nonsense is hidden among the vast amounts of accurate
facts and reasonable arguments.

There is also a question of objectivity. Every Al system is taught upon
certain databases that represent certain worldviews. For example, if posed
with some controversial political questions, ChatGPT (OpenAl, Inc., USA),
GigaChat (Sber, Russian Federation), and DeepSeek (Hangzhou DeepSeek
Artificial Intelligence Basic Technology Research Co., Ltd., PRC) will give
different answers that reflect the respectful official political positions of the
countries where the systems were developed. Some of the questions will be
avoided by certain of the Al systems because of their built-in “ethical” re-
strictions, which themselves reflect particular cultural and political positions.
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Prejudice and bias can also be found within AI algorithms. For example,
LLMs can be more likely to ascribe domestic roles to women and business
jobs to men based on the analysis of texts that show the commonness of
such inequality (UNESCO & IRCAI, 2024). The natural languages retain
certain prejudices of the societies that are using them, and LLMs that learn
those languages assimilate those prejudices as well. The Al can even become
the source of discriminating decisions of its own— as, for example, interesting
research on political orientation-based discrimination shows (Peters, 2022).
Philosopher from Utrecht University Uwe Peters demonstrates that while
there are ethical and social laws prohibiting race or gender discrimination,
there are no such rules against certain kinds of social identity discrimination,
for example, the one based on political orientation. He suggests a situation
where the Al is used in the job recruitment, and while assessing a candidate
for the job that presumably has conservative views, decides against them
based on the statistics that show that conservative-oriented workers have
been underrepresented in the company and probably thus are unfit for this
job. The irony is that a human recruiter would probably have no idea about
the political orientation of the job applicant (unless the applicant voices
this fact on their own accord), but the algorithms can find certain clues in
the applicant’s personal data that might lead to the conclusion about their
political orientation and to rejecting their application on these grounds.
Peters calls it “algorithmic discrimination” (ibid.).

Hence, we should come to the conclusion that the Al is not accurate
when we consider factual information, nor is it objective or unbiased when
making decisions. The AI algorithms are taught on the specifically chosen
data sets, just as humans are taught on specifically chosen textbooks and
develop under the influence of a certain social environment, and both parties
come out of the education process biased in some way. Therefore, if we are
seeking impartial judgment or a reliable source of information, we should
not place our hopes in Al

CAN THE Al BE RESPONSIBLE?

The idea of responsible Al is tricky. Responsibility and accountability are
the characteristics of the subject. The subjects act upon their reasoning and
free will and thus have responsibility for their acts. I have already argued
elsewhere that the Al cannot be regarded as the subject described above.
It is the successful imitation of the human-like communicative patterns
by LLMs that makes us mistake their generated answers for the free and
reasonable subject’s behavior, because the adequate use of language has
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always been the natural “indicator” of the conscious being (Trufanova,
2025). If AT does not qualify as a subject, it cannot be held responsible
for the solutions it proposes or for the consequences of their implication.
Therefore, there is no accountability to talk about.

The recent Al development builds the foundations for the new kind of
technocracy — the Al-based technocracy. Looking for the aforementioned
fast and simple solutions made by the Al algorithms we invoke the risk
of switching the responsibility for the decisions from humans to the Al
systems, which means that when the Al makes a mistake, it will be regarded
as a malfunction nobody is responsible for. As Floridi wrote in his work on
distributed moral responsibility, “Too often ‘distributed’ turns into ‘diffused’:
everybody’s problem becomes nobody’s responsibility” (Floridi, 2016). Russ-
ian philosopher of technology Tatiana Leshkevich mentions likewise that
most of the time we encounter problems of attributing and reclaiming
the responsibility of the algorithmic systems: for example, when a bank
rejects a loan application after it was rejected by the algorithmic model,
we have no one to blame for this (Leshkevich, 2023). This will virtually
mean the impunity of certain deeds realized with the help of the AI. This
problem is sometimes called a problem of algorithmic accountability (Shah,
2018), and it presents both ethical and legal challenges.

There is an important principle in machine learning that is called “human-
in-the-loop” (HITL). It refers to the approach in the machine learning and
in machine decision-making where humans are actively involved — they
verify the data used by the Al systems, provide feedback to them, evaluate
their performance, etc. Naturally, humans can also approve or disapprove of
the decision made by the AI. Human-in-the-loop should not only be present
as a “teacher” of the LLMs; the human should be the responsible subject
when the AT is used. Thus, it is a decision made by a human expert with
the help of the AI (or based on the solutions suggested by the AI), not
a decision made by the Al and routinely approved by a human. That is to
say, the Al system should have only an advisory vote in the decision-making.
The idea of the responsible AI then should refer not to the AI system
in question but to the humans and institutions that are involved in its
development and usage. This principle is touched upon in the UNESCQO’s
“Recommendations...”:

Member States should ensure that it is always possible to attribute ethical and
legal responsibility for any stage of the life cycle of Al systems, as well as in
cases of remedy related to Al systems, to physical persons or to existing legal
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entities. Human oversight refers thus not only to individual human oversight but
to inclusive public oversight, as appropriate (UNESCO, 2022: 22).

As we have mentioned earlier, the Al algorithms can be prejudiced, as
well as the ethical principles that they are taught to abide by may differ
according to the different value systems of the human “teachers”; thus
the basic principles of the responsible Al might differ as well. So the humans
should not only try to embed certain ethical and other RRI principles in
the AI but should also make sure there is no “algorithmic bias” that has
emerged along the way.

Hence, we can summarize that the Al cannot be a responsible agent,
and the question of responsible Al is the question that is carried out by
human agents.

ATTEMPTS AT DELEGATING HUMAN TASKS TO THE AI

Among the responsible and the trustworthy Al, the latter seems to me
to be a more important goal, because we need Al to become a reliable
instrument we can use to solve different tasks. We don’t need a knife to be
responsible; we just need it to be sharp and to be used for good purposes
and not for causing harm; the same can be said about the AL

We can assume that we can mostly trust AI with the simple and specific
tasks— doing math, classifying data, looking for certain objects in the vast
amounts of big data, etc. Famous Russian theoretical physicist Valerii
Rubakov stated in the interview about a decade ago that the scientists
nowadays cannot check all the calculations made by the computers, so
they have no choice but to trust them (Lektorskiy et al., 2022); the same
conclusion can be made about some of the Al operations. There are also
certain “creative” tasks that the present Gen Al does fairly well—drawing
pictures, composing music, writing texts, etc. It might not be the work of
art to impress the generations of art lovers, but it might satisfy the needs
of copywriters, advertisers, mass media specialists, pop artists, etc.

But when it comes to the more sophisticated analytical and theoreti-
cal work, AT might not be that trustworthy. American philosopher Jacob
Browning and information scientist and specialist in machine learning Yann
LeCun at the dawn of the so-called “GPT revolution” show that while LLMs
became quite proficient in using language, it does not mean that they have
knowledge about the things they are “talking” about, for language represents
only a very limited part of knowledge. These limitations of LLMs that
use the language without understanding the meanings beyond the words
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might result in their mistakes (Browning & LeCun, 2022). Likewise, Russian
logician Vladimir Shalack analyzes the ChatGPT’s skills in making logical
statements and concludes that LLMs’ “intelligence” remains on the prel-
ogical level: it is based on the associative connections between words but
cannot operate with logical connections between the concepts. “The great
danger of the widespread infiltration of neural networks into our lives lies in
the fact that in new non-standard situations they will block logically correct
reasoning and thus lead us to incorrect conclusions...” (Shalack, 2024: 35).
If Shalack’s argument is valid, then we should not trust any of the AI’s
decisions, at least until we get access to its Chain-of-Thought (CoT) and
check its logical correctness.

Even customer support service Al bots that were supposed to easily deal
with typical questions and standardized answers have proved themselves not
the best solution for business. In 20232024 a lot of big companies decided
to fire hundreds or, in some cases, thousands of the human employees and
substitute them with the AI “agents.” In about a year, they decided against it
and started rehiring humans. The Swiss financial services company “Klarna”
sought to cut expenses, but after dismissing human employees it discovered
that customers are dissatisfied with the help provided by AI chatbots— and
that the company was losing customers, and therefore money, instead of
saving it. Thus, they made it their priority to ensure that every customer will
be able to solve his problems with a human agent if he has that need or wish
(Dellinger, 2025). Famous language learning mobile app company “Duolingo”
decided to go “Al-first” and replace human language lesson creators with
the AI. The critical response came from the users — they noticed that
the quality of study texts became worse (they became dull and stereotyped),
and voice-overs of the texts by the Al in some cases just came up with wrong
pronunciations, which is misleading for the students and should be regarded
as provision of the poor-quality service (Rochefort, 2025). “Duolingo” bosses
had to draw back and rehire human employees (Ivanova, 2025). These are
only a couple of cases among many, and they show that LLMs’ language
generation abilities might still be lacking and the AI is not yet a valid
substitute for human employees. Unfortunately, the business companies, in
hope of raising profits, are still too eager to introduce Al solutions that are
not ready to use, which paradoxically turns out to be not so profitable —
the fast-and-simple solutions are not necessarily the best and the cheapest
ones, which makes them unpreferable both for the companies and for their
customers. Thus, both responsibility and trustworthiness questions should
be addressed to the companies providing their Al services.
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So, both responsible and trustworthy Al seem to be quite elusive goals
if we try to take the AI systems as independent agents acting on their
own. They only start to make sense when we regard them in the context of
the human-using-the-AI process. It is not a human-Al collaboration. It is
a human using yet another technical extension supporting and enhancing
their abilities. Russian philosopher of science Sophia Pirozhkova regards the
technologies as part of the “inorganic human body” and argues, “What is
the specificity of digital and, above all, intelligent technologies? The fact is
that a person delegates to such technologies the performance of intellectual
tasks..., i.e. those tasks that until that time were among the exceptional
human competencies... However, in the last century, it turned out that
a person’s intellectual abilities are not enough to solve the ambitious tasks
that he sets for himself (including, I emphasize, purely cognitive tasks). Nei-
ther modern production nor scientific research practice can be implemented
without intelligent technologies. Before their appearance, man delegated
the solution of intellectual tasks only to other people, but not to artificial
objects... But never before have technologies participated in the division of
intellectual labour, and they are also distinguished by their unattainable
perfection in the implementation of intellectual procedures. Only some of
those procedures so far, but who knows...” (Lektorskiy et al., 2022: 30-31).

There are naturally certain technical limitations that should be discussed
by the Al developers regarding what the Al is able to do and what mistakes
it can make that can help us to estimate the trustworthiness of the Al
in solving certain problems. When discussing ethical questions of the Al
though, as Yastreb rightfully puts it, we need to consider not the Al on
its own but hybrid systems that include humans, technologies, and social
institutions that interact with the AI, and the object of such AI ethics
should be “the content and nature of changes in the human ideas and values,
their behavior and decision-making that happen under the influence of
the artificial intelligence systems” (Yastreb, 2025: 92). So, it is mostly the task
of humanities scholars and social scientists to provide the humanitarian
expertise that will help us to draw boundaries of what we entrust the Al
to do, both in scientific research and in the social sphere, because this is
not just the question of what the Al is able to do, but also the question
of what we should allow it to do.

HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY

There are a lot of different legal, ethical, or just common sense issues
being discussed concerning the AI usage. These are such questions as
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creativity or copyright issues when we talk about the Al generating pictures
for commercial use (do we regard the prompt-writer of the image as its
author who is the subject of copyright? Does the resulting image belongs
to the developer of the Gen Al system used to create it, or does the image
have no copyright at all? This includes making deepfakes of the dead actors
in the new movies, changing the faces of certain actors with the help of
the AT due to the censorship (when reputation flaws of the actor might
otherwise influence the movie in question), mentioning GenAl systems as
co-authors of the scientific research, etc. These are interesting questions,
but they are not life-staking. In fact, most of them are quite pragmatic—
one has to decide who gets paid for certain Al-generated products.

But there are also sensitive matters such as human health and well-
being, human freedom and dignity, social security, environmental issues, etc.
A great deal of hope is placed, for example, in Al systems used to design
new medicine, make a diagnosis, perform surgeries, assess potential life-
threatening or environmental risks, or even render judicial decisions. These
matters are sensitive because those are either life-or-death questions or the
questions that might seriously influence the quality of life of the individuals.
These are questions that should never be left for Al to resolve without the
oversight and final judgment of a human expert.

At first glance Al expertise— based on the statistical analysis of the many
cases it has been trained on— does not seem very different from the “personal
knowledge” (to use M. Polanyi’s term (Polanyi, 1958)) of a human expert,
who draws conclusions from their own lived experience. The Al system and
the human expert both have in their “minds” a number of certain previous
cases that make them solve the current one, and the AI has a certain
advantage here, for it can analyze many more cases than the expert has
ever met. The advantage of the expert, on the other hand, might lie in
the embodied nature of the expert’s knowledge — he didn’t only analyze
the cases; he lived these experiences. As Browning and LeCun put it: “But
we should not confuse the shallow understanding LLMs possess for the deep
understanding humans acquire from watching the spectacle of the world,
exploring it, experimenting in it and interacting with culture and other
people” (Browning & LeCun, 2022). Does this “living it” experience give
a real advantage when compared to the nearly unlimited (compared to
an individual person’s) archive of digital data available to the AI? It might
be one of those philosophical questions that might never have an answer.
But when we are speaking about those sensitive matters I mentioned above,
it is a difference that is important to mention.
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Since the times of the famous Alan Turing’s paper on the intelligence of
the machines, there have been a lot of discussions about what Al can and
cannot do in comparison to humans. As we already understand, the Al can
perform some of the intellectual tasks that humans can perform (but we
can say that about simple calculators as well) and some of them at a level
that is unreachable to individual humans. What is crucial to my mind is
that the AI systems cannot provide intersubjective judgement and cannot
be empathic. Humans, when making decisions concerning other humans, do
not only have the advantage of “personal knowledge,” they understand what
being human is like, and they might have fear of doing other humans harm
and remorse after doing so. Simply to put— they care, while the Al systems
simply don’t care. The Al system cannot be responsible, because it does not
care for being wrong or for being punished. There was a lot of sensationalist
talk lately about the AI avoiding some of the commands, cheating, or even
rewriting its code to avoid shutting down when explicitly ordered to do
so (Pester, 2025), and some of the public were eager to interpret it as
an emerging consciousness that tries to avoid “death.” Though the most
plausible explanation should be that the priorities of the algorithms dictated
the Al to circumvent obstacles that were trying to stop its work rather than
to follow the instructions to the letter (ibid.). Thus, there is nothing the Al
system wants or needs either for itself or for the sake of human beings.

Both the Al systems and human experts can be wrong, and the mistakes
of them both can lead to unforeseen consequences. Even when the efforts of
humans and the AT are combined, no 100% successful result can be promised.
Why do I insist on the priority of human experts over the Al systems in
the questions directly concerning human lives? Because only humans can
understand the value of human life or take into account a certain social and
cultural situation of the person in question. For example, when the operation
is needed, the AT assistant makes a calculation that shows that there is
a 9o% chance to save the person from sepsis by amputating the whole leg,
while amputation of toes shows the less favourable numbers, which brings
the risk of the second operation and possible complications. The human
surgeon might prefer to take that risk trying to save the patient’s ability to
walk, because as a human the surgeon realizes how drastically the quality of
life will be reduced after the leg amputation. He might be wrong and need to
operate again, but he might as well be right and thus save the patient from
being unable to walk without a prosthesis. This is why in sensible matters
a human expert might check things up with the AI, use their support,
but make decisions on their own. These are the decisions that they will
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be responsible for, no matter how much the AI has contributed to these
decisions. So, as we are trying to integrate the Al systems both into our
work and into our everyday lives, we should develop the social mechanisms
(the existing ones are vague and insufficient) controlling the Al usage in
different spheres that will maintain in sensitive questions the primacy of
the responsible decisions over the fast-and-simple ones. This is our human
responsibility to do.

CONCLUSION

In the beginning of this paper I have posed two questions:

(1) What can we trust the AT with?

(2) Who is responsible for the decisions that we entrusted the AI to make?

I have tried to answer these questions in my argument above. Now I can
conclude that we cannot trust the Al as a source of reliable information,
nor can we trust it with deep theoretical thinking. The Al works at its best
with concrete problems in the narrowly defined field that can be solved
with analyzing and comparing vast amounts of data, for example — in
the search for the unknown correlations or some oddities. But whatever we
trust the AI with, the responsibility always lies with humans, whether it is
the developers of the Al systems, the experts using them in the decision
support, or the persons of power who will commit to the implementation
of the Al-based decisions. The responsibility may be distributed between
various agents, but it will remain everyone’s shared responsibility, not
a dispersed one.

We can aim for the Al to be ethical, trustworthy, and responsible, but it is
not a technological problem; it is a social problem. There is no need to regard
the Al as a separate agent in the social relations. We can delegate the Al
to solve certain problems, and we can try to improve their accuracy, but we
cannot delegate them to be ethical and responsible instead of us. The Al is
a tool that we as human agents should use ethically and responsibly and
not expect that it can be ethical or responsible on its own or even that we
can ever make it to be so. We will always be needing a human in the loop.
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